How to do nighttime Disneyland…..

Disneyland currently offers two nighttime shows that are truly stunning. 
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Believe, There’s Magic in the Stars is the current fireworks show.  It is presented summer nights at 9:30.  On special occasions, Disney may show a variation of this show (Christmas and July 4th).  Viewing recommendations for these shows are the same.  
If you’re interested, look for the three shells that make up Mickey’s head 3/4 of the way through the show (For those of you with a watch, its 8:24 from the time they douse the lights).
[image: image5.jpg]



Fantasmic is the nighttime staged show.  It is typically presented summer nights and Fri/Sat the rest of the year.  It is dependent on many different show elements, and maybe canceled for wind, inclement weather, or the refurbishment of the Mark Twain, Columbia, Rivers of America, or Tom Sawyer’s Island. 
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Fantasmic is shown on three screens on the Rivers of America in Frontierland;
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On any given night, there are upwards of 50,000 people trying to watch both shows.  There are key viewing points that nearly everyone will attempt to reserve hours before.  Fortunately, there are tricks for viewing both – depending on your level of determination; you may be able to have great places to view both.

Nights with 1 viewing of Fantasmic (no fireworks).

Toughest night of all to get a good seat, but here is the advice…

Typically, the single showing will be at 9:00p.  At 8:30p, they will bring out entertainment, so the last 1/2 hour waiting is a breeze.  Unfortunately, people have held the ‘best’ seats with strollers and blankets since 6:00p.  Nearly 75% of the people at the park will be trying to see this show (the other 25% either has never seen it or cannot figure out what it is).  
Between 8pm and 8:15p, go to the area in front of the Haunted Mansion (if the park ‘feels’ crowded, or the ‘special’ spot starts filling up, you might want to aim for 15-30 minutes earlier).  See the “Where to watch Fantasmic” section later.
Nights with 1 viewing of Fantasmic, 1 viewing of Believe
A little easier to get a good seat this night.  Folks will be split between the Castle forecourt and Rivers of America.  The plan is to watch Fantasmic, then stay-put for the fireworks (5 minutes between shows).

Typically, the single showing will be at 9:00p.  At 8:30p, they will bring out entertainment, so the last 1/2 hour waiting is a breeze.  Unfortunately, people have held the ‘best’ seats with strollers and blankets since 6:00p.  Nearly 75% of the people at the park will be trying to see this show (the other 25% either has never seen it or cannot figure out what it is).  
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Between 8pm and 8:15p, go to the area in front of the Haunted Mansion (if the park ‘feels’ crowded, or the ‘special’ spot starts filling up, you might want to aim for 15-30 minutes earlier).  See the “Where to watch Fantasmic” section later.

Stay put for Fireworks, only moving to make sure you have an unobstructed view.  If you were able to secure seats as advertised, you may want to move 40-50 feet toward Pirates of the Caribbean (Fireworks will appear to be coming from an area to the left of the Fantasmic stage).
Nights with multiple showings of Fantasmic, 1 viewing of Believe. 

Ahh, the best of both worlds.  Pass on first showing of Fantasmic (50% of the park will be over watching, while only 25% for the later shows).  Depending on fanaticism, stake out a spot for fireworks using the attached guide.  Fireworks will be typically at 9:30.  Depending on fanaticism, look for a spot 10-60 minutes in advance.
Following fireworks, there will be a huge stream of people leaving Adventureland and heading towards the entrance (red arrow). 
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 If you feel lucky, head towards Frontierland (blue arrow)– Fantasmic crew will be there to guide you.  If the task appears too daunting, try going around the castle and through the Big Thunder Trail (Orange arrow).  You’ll have plenty of time to make the next Fantasmic show. 
Where to watch Fantasmic…

While the screen labeled #1 is considered the main screen, all three have the same show and content.  Space to view screen 2 is limited by the Mark Twain/Columbia dock.  Screen 3 loses one effect (a low-budget Pinocchio effect lasting 15 seconds).

· [image: image9.png]


60% of the crowd attempts to watch screen 1.  There is no seating other than the hard ground for this screen.

· 30% of the crowd attempts to watch screen 2. There is no seating other than the hard ground for this screen.

· For some unknown reason, only 10% watch screen 3.  In addition to being able to walk-up to a great view on quiet days, you can have the advantage of built-in seating.  There is a stone wall that allow for an excellent view.

From this spot, there are two docks along the Rivers of America (not to be confused with a paradox):
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You’re aiming for between these two docks.  This space is the center of the screen.  Thirty feet either side of the center will be excellent seats.

The Haunted Mansion will be at your back…
At this point in time (once you have this spot), the preferred spot is just behind you.
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The ledge fills up first.  People will be standing/walking in front of you, but you can clearly see what you need to.  After a long day, the ledge makes a nice place to rest.
Note the 1764 plaque above the arch.  It’s the only one there, so you know you’re in the right place.
I highly recommend someone from your party holding down this spot.  There is plenty to do right around this area, so the group can come back and spell the ‘squatter’.  Food carts (churros!) are right behind this wall.

In May, on an uncrowded night, I sat alone watching this screen.  5,000-7,000 people watching screens 1 and 2, and I was alone.  Other quiet nights, there have been a handful of people watching with me.   On busy nights (late August), you need to be there 45 minutes before the show for the ledge, but can still find a good spot 10 minutes prior to showtime.
If the ledge is full, the next best place is right in front of you:
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Stay off the dock, or the Fantasmic folks in the yellow/blue shirts will scold you.  You can sit on the railing as long as your feet are on the ‘dry’ side (you can change this once the show starts).  I have stood a couple people deep in this area, and it is still an excellent place.  
Note:  in the case a medium breeze is blowing towards you, you may get wet.
If you want to bypass all lines and crowds, I highly recommend the Fantasmic dessert buffet.  Reserved seating with a great view of the show, and great desserts/beverages.  Call (714) 781-4400, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., seven days a week, up to 30 days in advance for seats.  They’ll let you know where to pick the tickets up, and where to meet.  Price is $43/person (as of 2003).
 Where to watch Believe…

Anywhere in the park affords some variety of view of the fireworks.  Despite beliefs, most shells are launched from behind Toontown and Small World (as a result, Toontown typically closes early).
There are a few shells that are launched from Fantasyland, and even some from the Castle itself.  As a result, most people will try to watch the show from Main Street.  While they’re mostly more devoted than I am, I don’t think they’re wrong.
Some of the ‘prime’ areas need to be staked out 1/2 hour in advance of the 9:30p show.  Others need only a 10 minute wait.  The following map should help..
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1 – Seating at the Plaza Pavilion/Annual Passport Processing Center at the South West corner of the Hub.  Generally a nice, relaxing place to watch that doesn’t fill too early.  Food and drinks are readily available.   Make sure you have a view of the left-hand side of the castle (fireworks are not centered over the castle).  Should be available 1/2 hour prior on most nights.
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2 – Seating at the Plaza Inn (South East corner of the hub).  MUST ORDER FOOD, but a great view of both fireworks and Tinkerbell.  Alternate:  Any standing area just outside the restaurant (toward the castle).  From this angle, fireworks are pretty much lined up with the castle.  Seating needs to be lined-up 45 minutes prior, but there are normally places to stand 10 minutes before the show.

[image: image13.png]


3 – A little harder to find, but any area between the Astro Orbiter and the castle within Ariel’s Grotto (prime walkway is circled).  Fireworks should appear slightly behind the castle. Normally places to stand 10 minutes before the show
4 – Anywhere around the hub with a view of the castle.  Drawback is the large number of people who will be walking around across or over you.  Normally places to [image: image14.jpg]


stand 10 minutes before the show

5 – Castle Forecourt (for the truly devoted).  Typically requires sitting on the ground, and a 45 minute wait.  Wonderful view, but for the foolish.
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Other places I’ve heard are good:

· Second floor of Innoventions in Tommorrowland (outside, on the balcony).  You’ll need to plan on going through the 10 minute Innoventions spiel and actually go into the exhibits before they’ll let you exit onto the second floor.  Spending any more than 10 minutes can be hazardous to your health.
· Fantasmic area of Frontierland  (Fireworks will appear to be coming from far west of the Castle)
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From the category of “If they close the Toontown because they fear firework fallout, anything near it must be good”….. Fantasyland, particularly the area near Toontown.  Most shells will come from behind Toontown, although some will be in and around the castle.
· Main Street Train Station

IN ALL CASES, MAKE SURE YOU HAVE A VIEW OF THE WESTERN (LEFT) SKY ABOVE THE CASTLE
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